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READ ME – IMPORTANT

Mark V by Appy Trails

Directions for Setting Up

No pole needed – see instructions below.  Choosing a site – see instructions below.  After deciding on location and method of mounting, proceed as follows;

The tent sets up from the back forward.  Spread out the tent and then…

1 – Stake the two back corners.

2 – Stake out the back rope.  Adjust so that the rear rope tie is 6” past the rear wall.

3 – Move to the front, and either install pole or finish tying off top. 

4 – Stake out the front rope.  The tent should stand.

5 – Stake both doors to ground under the front tie point using one stake.

6 – Stake out right and left corners, pulling slack from back and front.

7 – At rear of tent, place tensioning pole under rear rope. 

8 – Readjust back corners so that tension is pulled from center of tent.

9 – Place two stakes in sides of tent (optional).

10 – Spread out groundcloth inside tent, and move in.

11 – If there is any chance of water flowing toward your tent, place a stick under your groundcloth on the uphill edge just inside the tent. This will keep any flowing water under your groundcloth and off the top by creating a bump.

A practiced team can do this in about three minutes.

At a minimum you will need to carry seven stakes, nine maximum. 
No pole needed – You can carry our pole for convenience, but the tent is designed to give you the option of leaving it behind when you need to lighten up.  You can either find a pole on site, or tie the top point of the tent to a tree limb with a cord, or use a hiking pole with one joint of the pole set used as an extender.

A straight six foot pole is easy to find in most woodlands. Know where to hold your hand to measure six feet.  Start looking about a quarter mile from the camp (you will probably walk past one), and then use the stick like a hiking stave.  Tap it on the ground firmly; if it breaks find another.  Avoid a sharp point on the top.  However never cut a live tree for this option. 

Or, hang the tent as you would a bear bag and adjust it to six feet high.  Or run a line between two trees and hang your tent from it.  This allows you to put the tent almost anywhere.  A fifty foot nylon cord gives a lot of flexibility.  However you need to know your knots.  A good knot ties and holds and then unties easily for the next use.  Know the tauntline hitch, two half hitches, and the sheetbend.  Before the hike make a short loop about 3 inches long to slip thru the top grommet from the inside.  This will give a tie point for the rope.  Learn to tie your knots in the middle of a rope, not just on the end.

To use your trekking pole, disassemble the main pole by pulling out the top and untying or cutting the string.  Take only one pole section to slide over your pole tip.  There are four sizes of inserts to choose from, ½” being the largest.

And you can always find a short stick to prop up the back rope.  This will tighten the backside of the tent.  You can leave the little pole at home, too.    

Choosing a site – There are many books on camping that you can refer to for detail about choosing a site.  Some basics are mentioned here, but much can be written on this “simple” topic.  

· Safety first – avoid dead limbs in trees, avoid being downwind from the fire, avoid bees, poison ivy, etc.  Pay attention.  In areas subject to flash floods, avoid gulleys.  Learn your local dangers!!

· Try to stay in established campsites.  This gives the least impact to the wilderness.

· Keep your head upslope.  You sleep better and you don’t slide down on your tent mates during the night.

· Flat spot, sure, but NOT an area made flat by water washing in soil from the surrounding area.  This will saturate or even flood on a rainy day.

· Tail to the wind on cold or rainy days, door to the wind on warm clear days.

· Leaves are better than grass.  Less bumpy, less damage to the environment, no dew to get your feet wet in the morning.  Avoid sensitive flora and fauna, which can be damaged easily.

· Look for signs of water flow on the ground, and avoid those areas.  In some areas the trickle marks are obvious to those who look.

· In cold weather, avoid the valley floors or windy areas.  In stormy weather, avoid hilltops.

· Try to catch the morning sun.  That will help dry the dew from your tent.

· As you leave in the morning, think about what worked, or could have been better.  Then you can make your own list. 

· Always leave a site cleaner than you found it.

Packing – Stuff sacks are hard to use if they are too short.  It can be a pain getting the last of the tent into the bag.  The Appy Trails stuffsack is longer than required, to make packing easier.  Compression sacks… follow the instructions below, and your stuffsack is a compression sack.

Using a stuff sack seems easy, but it’s easier and you get compression if you proceed as follows…

Holding the bag opening in one hand, take the tent in the center (not on one end) and knot up a fist-full of fabric.  Stuff this fist-full all the way into the bottom of the sack.  Pull your hand out, then grab the tent in the center of the part not yet in, and stuff it all the way down.  Shove in the rope, then the remaining fabric.  

Next, use your fist to compact the tent into the bag by pressing it against the ground.  You should have several inches of empty bag above your fist.  Then put a twist in the bag just above the tent, and pull the excess bag back over the tent.  Tie it off.  This makes a very small and tight bundle.

Packing them in…
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Warranty  - Appy Trails warrants to the purchaser that it's products are free from flaws that would affect the usability of the product, for one year from the date of purchase, except as qualified below.  If after inspection we find that fabric or components are flawed and is the fault of Appy Trails, we will repair or replace the product (our option) without charge. We cannot be responsible for normal wear and tear or damages caused by shipping, accidents, alterations or improper installations. We are not responsible for the normal negative effects of climate, ultraviolet (UV) light, pollution, acts of God, and long or semi permanent installations, or damage caused by abuse, animals, storm damage, misuse and improper care. There are no other expressed warranties beyond the terms of this limited warranty, and in no event shall Appy Trails be liable for incidental or consequential damages. For any returns and exchanges not related to warranty the product needs to be inspected by the purchaser within 10 days of receipt of product and any action must be taken within that time period. Return item(s) unused in the original packaging.  For any returned products, refund will depend on condition of product when it is returned.
And good hiking to you…

“May the road rise to meet you, may the wind be always at your back, may the sun shine warm upon your face…”
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